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21-A MRSA § 1017. REPORTS BY CANDIDATES

7-A. Reporting e_x’emp‘ﬁon.. A candidate seeking election to arc;ounty or muﬂicip_al office is
exempt from reporting as prov_ided by this subsection.

A. A candidate secking. electlon to d county or municipal office may, at the time the candidate
'reg1$ters under section 1013=A, hotify the comrmssmn that the candidate and the candldate s
agents, if any, will not personally accept contributmns make expend:ltures or incur obhganons
associated with that candidate’s candidacy. The notification must be sworn and notarized, A
candidate who provides this notlce to the comxmsswn i not reqmred to appomt a tréasurer and

is not Sub_] ect to the filing requlrements of this subchapter if the statement is true.

B. The notice prowded to the comm1551on under paragmph A may be revoked PHOI‘ to '
revocation, the candldate must appomt a freasuter. The candadatc fiay not dccept
contributions, make expendltures of mcur obhgatlons before the appointment of a treasurer
and the filing of @ revocatlon noticé are accompllshed A revocatlon notlce st be in the form.
of an‘amended regmtratmn whzch must be filed with the commission no later than 10 days

. after the appointment of a treasurer. The candidate and the candidate’s treasurer, as of the date
the revocatlon notice is filed with the comimission, may accept cortributions, make
expenditures and ingur Obh__gatmns associated with the candidate's candidacy. Any candidate
whi fails to filea ﬁmely revc;'cétion notice is subject to the peiialtiég' prescribed ini section
1020-A subsection 4-A, up to a maximum of $5,000. Lateness is calculatcd from the day a

contribution is received, an expenditure is made or an obhgatlon is 1ncurred whichever is

earliest.
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Wayne, Jonathan

From: Sheliey [cduntygirl@pwless.net]
Sent:  Friday, October 22, 2010 4:33 PM
To: Wayne, Jonathan

Cci O'Brien, Gavin

Subject: Ethic Complaint

- Jonathan
Piease cc__)_ns;i'der this email a formal request for the ethics commission to investigate my complaint against Mrs.
Patricia Brown::

1 have given this miatter @ great deal of thought and have conciuded this matter should go forward-to the panel.
Mrs. Browri has run not one but several ads in the-Aroostook Colinfy hewspapers {Houlton Pioneer Times, The
Star Herald and the Arcostook Republican and News} all while being claiming exemption. She has spent more
‘money on these ads than | have raised my entire campaign and while this is. net unethical it certainly would have
been different had | know her intentions earlier in the race. With less than a 2 weeks before the election she
certainly has put me at a disadvantage as she has suddenly become "active” and there is not enough time for me
to-raise more monies of place my own ads. While | do not kriow for certain my sources indicate that she intends to

~ rerun ads in those newspapers again next week.

* T would hope that the panel also considers! changing the fules bn .ex_empfiqh as & ca;ndi.da_te could "play possum”
until the end of a campaign.and suddenly rescind their exemption and catch their opponent(s) unaware and

 without enouigh time to respond to thisir new: activity. Perhaps a deadling on the ability to rescind would be all that
" is hecessary, - : ' ' ‘ ‘ '

. Thank you again for speaking with me today, | certainly appreciate you assistance and counsel on this matter.
Best Regards

Shelley Sylvester

LAY ot Wi Val WaY



From: Pat Brown - Registry of Deeds [mailto:pat@aroostook.me.us]
Sent: Saturday, October 23, 2010 3:32 PM

To: Wayne, Jonathan

Subject: Re: Request to Investigate by Shelly Sylvester

Jonathan Wayne

This is in response to your a-mail and telephone conversation on Saturday Oct.
23, 2010. This is also in response to a complaint that Shelley Sylvester has
brought against me. it was my understanding that when | signed the exemption
clause that it meant that | couldn't accept contributions from out side source |
didn't realizes that | could not spend my own money. | am sorry, if [ had read the
exemption fully | never would have violated this law. My intention certainly was
not to keep any information from my opponent. 1 have no animosity

toward Shelley or any other person willing to run for this office. -

Thank you, | appreciate your time and consideration in this matter.
Respectfully,

Patricia F Brown, Registrar
Fegistry of Deeds

26 Court Street

Houlton, Maine 04730
Date: October 23, 2010



STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS.
AND ELECTION PRACTICES -

135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
04333-0135

October 23, 2010

Ms. Patricia F. Brown
19 Kelleran Street
Houiton, Maine 04730

Dear Ms. Brown:

As we discussed, your opponént for the office of Aroostook County Reg1ster of Deeds
filed the attached complaint concerning your campaign expenditures.

'Riepo:rtin'g Exemption

Under 21-A MLR.S.A. 1017(7-A)A), a candidate may make a sworn statement to the
Maine Ethics Commission that they “will not personally accept contributions, make
expendltures or incur obhgatlons associated with that candidate’s candldacy » Once the
statement is filed, the candidate is exemipt from the legal duties of appointing a treasurer
or filing any campaign finance reports. :

If a candidate who has filed an exemptlon statement later decides to accept contributions
or make expenditures ini connection with their campaign, the candidate is required under
paragraph 1017(7-AXB) to revoke the exémption statement by filing an amended
registration form with thé Commission:

The candidate may not accept contributions, make expenditures or incur
obligations before the appointment of a treasurer and the filing of a
revocation notice are accomplished.

The revocation must happen before making expenditures for the campaign.

Your Campaign Expenditures

When you registered as a candidate for Register of Deeds in March 2010, you filed the
exemption statement, which is the optional box 6 on the registration form. After your
opponent notified our office that you were making campaign expenditures, we contacted
you. You explained that you thought the exemption only applied to spending campaign
corntributions and did not realize it also prevented you from spending your own money on
your campaign. We requested that you revoke the exemption by filing an amended
registration form, which you did on October 21, 1010.

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 45 MEMORIAL CIiRCLE, AUGUSTA, MAINE

WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS .
PHONE: (207) 287-4179 . FAX: (207) 287-6775



You explained that on October 15, 2010 you entered into an unpaid obligation of $200 to
the Aroostook Print Shop for fliers, and on October 19, 2010 your campaign received an
in-kind contribution from you ini theé amount of $990 for a paid advertisement. These
amounts have beern dlsclosed in a campaign finance report that our office received on
time.

P-en_a_'!fy for Late Filing of Revocation

The Commission staff believes that your revocation was filed six days late. The
revocation should have been 'ﬁle_d on or before October 15 and it was filed on Octobc_r 21,

Paragraph 1017(7-A)(B) states that a candidate who does not file a revocatlon riotice on
time “is subject 10 the penaltles preseribed for” the late filing of & campeu on finance
report. In this instance the penalty would be $59.40, which is six times $9.90 (1% of the
camipaign’s in-kind contrlbuhons for the period).

The statute does not exphcﬂ;ly state that the Commission has the discretion fo waive these
- penalties, although waivers are authotized for the late filing of campaign finance reports
under 21-A MLR.S.A, § 1020-A(2). If you wish to ask for a waiver of the $59.60 penalty
the Commissioners will con51der whether they have- the discretion to waive any part of

- the peralties.

Commission Meeting

The Commission will consider your opponent s complalnt at its meeting on Thursday,
October 28, 2010 at 9; 00 a1m. in Augusta. The meeting will take place at our office at
45 Memorial Circle, 2” floor in Augusta. The rotary is at the intersection of State Street
and Western Avenue (one block north of the State House). You are welcome to atiend
the meetmg fo respond to the complaint and explain the circumstances of the late filing of
the revocation. I will senid you an e-maﬂ with a link to directions that are available on the

Commission’s website.

Please call me at 287-4179 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

nathan Wayne 2

xecutive Director

cc: Shelley Sylvester
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e A F COMMSSSEON On J’/ "ERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES

' L M 135 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Office: 45 Memorial Circle, Augusta, Maing

2010 CANDIDATE REGISTRATION

RECE‘IV

Mar 2 9 2013

ED

Website: www.maine_gov/ethics
" Phone: 207-267-4179 |
Fax: 207-287-6775 .

ON
Notlce Changes to regtstfahon mformatlon must be frled wrlhln 10 days in wratlng or, by e- malt to the Commission.

lsthls an amendment‘? L‘_I Yes ‘'O No

_ Are_' you run'::ning as a {check one):

@ Maine Clean__E_ie'ctidn A_r.;t_ c_:a_nd_id-éi_te _

o pfiv’ately financéd Qa_.nd.i'da:t_e" '

UGU Lwﬁan,

- Title ' o ' Party affiliation ™~ i -Oﬁ:ce sought {
: O Ms. Mrs. © O Mr.o O Dr. O Honorable ; /P
- S - o R&Dub fc,arn \“\!-\I : ﬁéq;s%q PLQ&B,C{S JENM\
Name: First - Mior Middie Mame T . R Last T DlstﬂctorCountv
OL\L \Q\(‘,mgr F’ R ﬁ iﬂ[md&ico
- Mailing address . . o EHome Phone ke
19 ﬁeu@mr\ ":8@@%. | 539- 0563
City, zip, code o o

| Cell Phone

M—C}"“"’\.

_E—mali ’

f Work F'hone 3

Name: First ~

PGL"’ @ O;V‘oog‘frook W\—? U=; | - -

' Phone {home) "

Mailing aqdreésf

1 City, zip.code

- Name: Fist

M1 or Middie Name . Last -

Phone (home)

Maili;}g address

Pharie {work)

ot

City, Zip code *

E-mail

'DESIGNATION OF DEPUTY TREASURER (optlonal) The candadate may appoant a deputy treasurer and no’nfy the Commlssxon ao Iate'
_than 10 days after the appointment. A MCEA CANDIDATE MAY.NOT SERVE AS DEPUTY TREASURER,- The deputy, when achng m th

absence of the treasurer, has the same powers and responsibilities as the fréasurer. (21-A MRSA § 103 3-A (1)(AY(1))




Name _ o phone _ ©t Email

DESIGNATION OF AUTHORIZED AGENT (optxonal) Flease’ usé this section o desngnate individuals, other than the treasurer and deputy -
treasurer, authorized to file reports on your behalf, = .

Name | Phone

Address of campaign headquar’(ers C‘rty, zip code

DESIGNATION OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE (optronai) The candidate may form a pol:tlcaE or campaign commitiee, Within 10 days of 1
formlng the committee and before accepting contrlbutions makmg expendltures or incufring obligations, the candidate must: o o

. appomt a treasurer (the candidate may | have only one treasurer who is listed i in Section 2) and
* register the committee and its officers, if any are appo;nted wnth the Commission. (21-A MHSA § 1013-A (1} (B))

Committee Officers (use additional pages if necessary): -

F Name_ - obTitle s | Phone
Mailing address | City,.zip code -, E-mail &
Name . T Tle | Phone. ¢
Maifing address | City, zip eode E-mail

, certify that the information in this registratic

_ FREPORTING EXEMPTION REQUEST‘

for hrs ur her campalgn You carmot reqﬂest a repomng exemptzo_ y ] or
v mpalgn expenses "To request an exemphon comple’te ihe sta’fem

Signature of county candidjt&e_

Subscribed and swomn (affimnad) fo before me this ey day of . ha‘*‘ ¢h L2018, ‘
Stghatire of Notary/Attornéy—at—law _ w {q My commissicn expires 3= !'2 -/ é
(Seai is optional) (Date)

RE CATiﬂN NOTICE: The foregoing statement may be revoked. Prior to revocation, the candidate must appoint a treasurer: A
révogation nofice must be in the form of an amended registration which must be filed.with the Commiission no later than 10 days afierthe |
! date the treasurer is appointed: The notice must be filed before contributions are accepted or expenditures made. A late revocatlon
notlce is sub}ect o the same penaitles applicable to late campalgn f nance reporls_ ‘

Sworn Fafsxflcatlon ls a Class D erime. (1 7—A MRSA § 453)

3 A£AND



. 10/21/2010 13:05 FAX 532 1508 REGISTRY OF DEEDS SOUTH | O Bobi
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| Eenall

Narme 7 : F’T_\Oﬂ?
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e T Phone
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Emuil

an the IreEsueT and deputy

SESIGNATION OF A-u'-_r,l_-\'mmzsm AGENT {optional): Pirgug i 1 section 1o designae indiviuals; other th
fregsurers, authnorized fo alf st

__Mdmsspfcgmﬁaignnadqumam S City, Zip oo

EE (opticnal): The candidate may form a political or campaigh sommities .Wlﬁ?..__ H0 days of
congﬂ!l:tumns? meking expendtures of incutring chligations, the cgnﬂida?a_ ;pum,.sf_' c
rmay have onfy one treasurer who is listed in geetlon 2yand - . .

Yh‘ any are appoined, with the Commission. (B1:A MRSAg mjj__:grﬁ. (1} &)

D.ESIGNATI-QN OF POLITICAL GOMM[TT
“forming tha committee and before mesapting

" e appoint a treasurer (the sandidete

_ ' ragistar the commitiee and its uificers,
' ﬁammltta Citficers (use _ﬂdﬂ!mnmfpages,-ifnenegmw}: B S
Mmoo [ e

’ - - (Pﬁmsandldata'a
- actufate apd camplefa,

‘S:Egaaiu_fe of ©

{EPORTING EXEMPT QUEST: A ¢ o county affise may request an ekarnpiion from tha obligetion 1o appoint 4
Sressurer and Tl campatgn finance reports i the candidate does not accept any cash or in-Kinigl confripirtions or make any expendiures
for his of her campaign. Yol éarinot mguast a reporting exsmpfior If you Lse your-or your spause'sidorastlc partniers personal funds o
pay for your campaign expenses. To request an sxemplion, complets the statement below and sectiong 1 & 5, have the form notarized,
anct submit [t 1o he Cormmisgion, - .
STATENMENT OF ELIGISIITY FOR A REPORTING EXEMPTION: |, the yrdersignad, swedr of sfimm that | will not acept
contrbutions, make éxpenditures oF incur obligations agsociatd with-my. candidacy, ‘

. . , e

i . . . ”---..__““_“I
Slgnature of county ce_mdi'd' (i W @M Date o id Ll N

Subscibed and swom (affimmed) to befors me s S b day o~ PEIEER w4

EG

-

Signature of Notaryratiormey-atd : 2. Bna s e 3—f R =16
ﬁ;sw > '?Pﬁ?ﬂ__ﬁ_ﬂﬁtw? yatiaw ,__&gmg__g_én??n-_—— My o expires o o

HEW%TIQ'N NGTICE: The forepoing statement may be revoked, Pror fo revoesfion, the candidato must appoint a treasurer. A
" irevoctiop rrifiosmust be in the form of ah amended reglstration wish must b flad with the Commission no latar thart 10 dys after (he
. Hate The'iredsurer 35 appoimted.” The notice must ba filed before contriautions are acoapted or expenditares mede. A fate revocatian

L notics i sublect Ao the same panafies appi_i_-:\a]ale' 0 |ate cemprign finance mpors,
Sworn Falelfication is a Class D critns. (17-A MRSA § 453)
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COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS ANR ELECTION PRAGTICES
Mall 135 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Office: 45 Memorial Circle, Augusta, Mainge -

Websife; www.maine.gov/ethics
 Phone: 207-287-4178
Fax 207-287-6775

2010 CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT
FOR PRIVATELY FINANCED CANDIDATES o

| PATRICIA F. BROWN . TEL: (207)532-0583

19 KELLERAN STREET o FAX: (207)532-1508
HOULTON, ME 04730 _ . ' E-MAIL; pat@aroostook me.us
OFFICE SOUGHT: REGISTER OF DEEDS

COUNTY: ARQOSTOOK , DISTRICT: ¢

TEL:
FAX:
E-MAIL:

11-DAY PRE-GENERAL " © 1012212010 B 9/15/2010- 101912010

| NO FINANGIAL ACTIVITY IN THIS REPORTING PERIOD FOR SCHEDULES A, B; G

I, PATRICIA . BROWN; CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAiNED INTHIS REPORTIS TRUE, ACCURATE AND
COMPLETE TC THE BESTOF IVIY KNOWLEDGE. . ) .

REPORT'FIEED BY: PATRICIA F. BROWN
REPORT FILED ON: 10/21/2010
IF THIS REPORT 18 FILED BY AN AUTHORIZED AGENT OF THE CANDIDATE, THE CANDIDATE, TREASURER

AND AGENT ARE LIABLE FOR ANY VIOLATIONS OF MAINE CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAW (21-A M. R.S.A, CHAPTER 13)
AND THE COMMISSION'S RULES THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE FILING OF A FALSE OR INACCURATE REPORT.

UNSWORN FALSIFICATICON IS A CLASS D CRIME (17-A MR.S.A. § 453}

FILED: 10/21/2010 11-DAY PRE-GENERAL

LAST MODIFIED: 10/21/2010
PRINTED: 10/23/2010



SCHEDULE A -1 _
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

= In-kind contributions are goods and services (including facilities) thata candidate received at no cost of at a cost less than the
fair market value. They include all goods and services purchased for the campaign by thecandidate or supporters if the
campaign does not expect to reimburse the candidate or supporter. These contributions may come from the candidate,
candidate’s famiity, supporters, PACs, party committees, or other entities.

- 5 For contributors who gave miore than $50, the name, address, occupation, and employer must be repo_rt__ed".V If "information
requested_" is listed instead of occupation and employer, the candidate is waiting to receive that information.

* in-kind contributions of $50 or less can be added together and reported as a lump sum.

= if the candidate received a discount on goods and services, the amount of the discount must be reported as an in-kKind
_contribution. ' : : L _ : :

s Total contributions (cash and in-kind) from the same source (except the candidate and candidate's spouse or domesfic partner)
may NOT exceed $350 in any election for county and legistative office or $750 for gubernatorial candidates. For party candidates,
the primary and general'_el'ections are considered separate elections. For, non-party candijdates, there is only one electi'on,_ the
general efection. ' ' ~ .

" m Contributor Types: s ) 5 = Political Pafty Committees
- 1 = Candidate and Candidate’s Spouse/Domestic Parther 6 = Other Candidates and Committees _ .
' 2= Othet Individuals = | : : ‘ : 7 = {This type not applicable to privately finariced candidaies.)
3 = Commercial Sources {corporations, etc.) 8 = Contributors Giving $50 or Less .
4 = Political Action Committees . : g = Transfer from Previous Campaign
DA"fE-‘ S ' o Y | 'DESCﬁ"PT‘:QN" : ' VALUE
RECEIVEb‘ CONTRIBUTOR'S N AM_E, A'D'D'RE,SS, zip . OC.GU_P-ATIQN AND', (of goods, services; TYPE | (estitnated fair
S g ; ‘ : EMPLOYER ' facilitites, or i market vaiue)
: . ‘ [ discounts received) | '
- 10/19/2010 | PATRICIA FBROWN. : . D RS |- T 1| seenoo]
' 19 KELLERAN STREET - : ' o ] ]
HOULTON ..~ ‘. ME 04730
TOTAL IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS. = " $990,00 |
FILED: 10/21£2010 11-DAY PRE-GENERAL

LAST MODIFIED: 10/21/201G
PRINTED: $0/23/2010



PATRICIA F. BROWN
REGISTER OF DEEDS

SCHEDULE D
‘UNPAID DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS

Page 1 6f 1.

SCHEDULE E ONLY

= A debt or obligation is incurred if a candidate places an order for a good or service without making a payment;
makes a promise or agreement to pay for a good or service; signs a contract fora good of service; or receives

delivery of a good or service for which the candidafe has not paid.

« This schediile is a list of all debts and obligations ‘of the camipaign as of the end of this reporting period.

FILED: 40/21/2010

LAST MODIFIED: 10/21/2010

PRINTED: 10/23/2010

TOTAL UNPAID DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS =

DATE o s :
OF . QRED.I_TOR DESGRIPTION AMOUNT
OBLIGATION | . B ’ '
AROQSTOOK PRINT SHOP ' FLYERS
1082000 fo $200.00
. | HouLTON, ME 04730 : :
$20000 .

11-DAY PRE-GENERAL




PATRICIA F. BROWN
REGISTER OF DEEDS
S SCHEDULE F

& SUMMARY SCHEDULE
(PRIVATELY FINANCED CANDIDATES)

- : JOTALFORTHIS |. TOTALFOR
RECEIPTS _ |  PERIOD . CAMPAIGN

1. CASH CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE PRIMARY ELECTION (Schedule A) | ‘ $0.00 .. %000

1A CASH CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION (Schedule A) .
- For party candidates, general election coniributions will only appear on this . - $0.00 $0.00 |

line affer the primary.

2. OTHER CASH RECEIPTS (inferest, etc.) I : $0.00 & $0.00

;3_. LO_ANS (S:chedu_le_.c, new loans and additional amounts loaned) $0.00 $0.00(

| 4. TOTAL RECEIPTS iines 1+2+3) . $0.00 | $0.00 |

EXPENDITURES

5. EXPENDITURES {_S‘@_ﬁe‘du'le B) - b w00 Cf $0.00 |

6. LOAN REPAYMENTS (Schediule C) : o 1 $0.00 $0.00 |-

7. TOTAL PAYMENTS (line 5+8) o ,_ o o $0.00° " $000 |

8, CASH BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF PERIOD (from last report)

9, PLUS TOTAL RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD (line 4 above) 7 $0.00

10. MINUS TOTAL PAYMENTS THIS PERIOD (line 7 above) ' $0.00

11. CASH BALANCE AT END OF PERIOD $0.00 |

TOTAL FOR THIS TOTAL FOR
PERICD CAMPAIGN

12. IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS (Schedule A-1} $990.00 $990.00

13. TOTAL UNPAID DEBTS AT END OF PERIOD (Schedule D) _ © $200.00

| 14. TOTAL LOAN BALANCE AT END OF PERIOD (Schedule C) $0.00

FOR PARTY CANDIDATES ONLY:
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE GENERAL ELECTION RAISED PRIOR T( [

PRIMARY ELECTION {included in line 1A after primary election)

FILED: 10/21/2010 11-DAY PRE-GENERAL

LAST MODIFIED: 19/21/2010
PRINTED: 10/23/2010



21A § 1020-A. Failure to file on time

1. Registration. A candidate that fails to register the name of a candidate, treasurer or -
political committee with the commission within the time allowed by section 1013-A,
subsection 1 may be assessed a forfeiture of $10. The commission shall determine whether a
registration satisfies the requirements for timely filng under section 1013-A, subsection 1.

3. Campaign finance reports. A campaign financc report is not timely filed uniéss a
properly signed or electronically subm_itted”copy of'the repért, gubstantially conforming to the
disclosure requirements of this s_ub"chapter,: is received by the commission by 11:59 pm on

" the date it is due. Except as provided in subsection 7, the commission shall deterinine
whether 4 report satisfies the requirements for tim ely filing. The commission may waive a
penalty in whole or in part if the commission determines that the penalty is disproportionate to
the size of the candidate’s campaign, the level of experiehce of the.candidate, treasurer or
camp algn staff or the harmi suffered by the public from the [ate disclosure. The commission
miay waive the penalty in whole or in part if the commission determines the failure to file a
timely teport was due to mitigating circumstances. For purposes of this section, "riitigating

‘circumstances” means: : o : . o

' A. Avalid emergency deterinined by the commission, in the interest of the sound
administration of ‘justice, to warrant the waiver of the penalty in whole or in part;

' B. An'error by the éommiS.Sfo_n. staff

C. Failure to receive notice of the filing deadline; or .

D. Other circumstances deternined by fhie commission that warrant mitigation of the-
penalty, based upon relévant evidence presented that & bona fide effort was made to
file the report in accordance with the statutory requirements, including, but not limited
to, unexplained delays ini postal service or interruptions in nternet service. :

3. Municipal campaign finance reports. Municipal campaign finaice reports must be
filed, subject to all the provisions of this subchapter, with the municipal clerk on forms
prescribed by the Commiission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. The municipal
clerk shall send any notice of lateness required by subsection 6 and shall notify the
commission of any late reports subject to a penalty, ' '

4. Basis for penalties. (REPEALED)

4-A. Basis for penalties. The penalty for late filing of a report required under this
subchapter, except for accelerated campaign finance reports required pursuant to section 1017,
subsection 3-B, is a percentage of the total contributions or expenditures for the filing period,
whichever is greater, multiplied by the number of calendar days late, as follows:

A. For the first violation, 1%;
" B. For the 2nd violation, 3%; and
C. For the 3rd and subsequent violations, 5%.

Any penalty of less than $10 is waived.

Title 21-A, Chap. 13 Campaign Reports & Finance Law (2010)
Page 32



Violations accuniulate on reports with filing deadlines in a two-year periéd__ thét_ begins on
January 1st of each evén-numbered year. Waiver of a penalty does not nullify the finding of a
violation: | : _

A report réquired to be filed under this subchapter that is sent by certified or registered United '
States mail and postmarked at least two (2) days before the deadline is not subject to penalty:

A registration or report may be provisionally filed by transmission of a facsimile copy of the
duly executed report fo the commission, as long as the facsimile copy is filed by the applicable
deadline and an dli:ginal of the same report is received by the commission within five calendar
days thereafter. N AR | "
The penalty for late filing of an accelerated campai ¢n finance report as required in section
1017, subsection 3-B may be tp to but no more than 3 times the amount by which the
contributions received ot expendifures obligated or made by the candidate, Whi-chev,er is
sreater, exceed the applicable Maine Clean Election Fund disbursement arount, per day of
violation. The commission shall make a finding of fact establishing when the report was due
prior to imposing a penalty under this subsection. A penalty for failui_‘é to file an accelerated
campaign finance report must be made payable to the Maine Clean Election Find, Tn~~
assessing a penalty for failure to file an accclerated campaign finance report, the comimission -
shall consider the existence of mitigating circumstances. For the pur]fso-sé.es_ of thig subsection,
“mitigating circumstances”™ has the same meaning as in subsection 2.
5. Maximum penaltics. (REPEALED)

5:A. M'qﬁmgm‘ penalties. Penalties assessed under ‘t];us subchapter may 1__1'0.tf gx.ceed:

A.- Five thousand dollars for reports ;‘:équi:cd. under sectioni 1017, subsection 2;
paragtaph B, C, D, E or H; section 1017, subsection 3-A, paragraph B, C, D, D-1orF;
sec'_t_;i_on 1017, subsection 4; and section 1019-B, subsection 3: :

B. Five thousand dollars for state party committee reports required under section
1017-A, subsection 4-A, paragraphs A, B, C and E; -

C. One thousand dollars for reports required under section 1017, subsection 2,
paragraphs A and F and section 1017, subsection 3-A, paragraphs A and E;

D. Five hundred dollars for municipal, district and county committees for reports
required under section 1017-A, subsection 4-B; or

E. Three times the unreported amount for reports required under section 1017,
subsection 3-B, if the unreported amount is less than $5,000 and the commission finds
that the candidate i violation has established, by a preponderance of the evidence, that
a bona fide effort was made to file an accurate and timely report.

6. Request for a commission detérmination. If the commission staff finds that a
candidate or political committee has failed to file-a report required under this subchapier, the
commission staff shall mail a notice by certified mail to the candidate or political committee
within three business days following the filing deadline informing the candidate or political
committee that a report was not received. If a candidate or a political committee files a report
required under this subchapter late, a notice of preliminary penalty must be sent to the
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